English publications indexed by Historical Abstracts as focusing on all topics of modern Middle Eastern history, more than 1,800 are about some facet of the Arab-Israeli conflict. 2 The Arab-Israeli conflict has been the one issue that consistently generates publications.
A closer analysis of the publications indexed and surveyed reveals that more than 90 percent of what was written about the evolution of the Arab-Israeli conflict focused on the period after 1950. These publications deal with subjects such as modern Israel, the Palestine Liberation Organization, the 1967 and 1973 wars, aspects of the ArabIsraeli negotiating process, and most recently the Palestinian intifada. Based on the index in Historical Abstracts , from 1980 through 1986 more than 450 articles were written exclusively about modern Israel; during the same period, only 150 articles center on such topics as Zionism, the British mandate, and Palestinian Arab nationalism. Between 1962 and 1972, a total of 12 articles was published in English about the Palestine mandate, and from 1972 to 1986 an average of only 15 articles were published per year. Only 5 to 7 percent of publications about the modern Middle East written in English and indexed in Historical Abstracts deal with the time frame of late Ottoman Palestine to 1950, which for the purpose of this essay is considered the historical origin of the conflict. Comparatively few scholarly works have been written in English about historical aspects of the emerging Arab-Israeli conflict. Much of the finest work has been produced by Israeli scholars and was written in the last twenty-five years, with a considerable portion of it published only in Hebrew. 3 Histories written in English have sometimes been compiled by journalists, publicists, or scholars generally not trained as Middle Eastern historians.
Histories about the origins of the Arab-Israeli conflict are heavily influenced by the period in which they are written, the tendency of many authors to skew their findings in order to idealize, editorialize, or legitimize a parochial viewpoint, and the availability and use of archival material. For this analysis, histories about the conflict's origins will be divided into three periods: pre-1950, post-1950 (especially after the June 1967 War), and the mid-1980s to the present.
With few exceptions, histories written before 1950 (immediately after Israel's establishment and the creation of the Palestinian diaspora) tend to be ideologically orthodox, sycophantic, or self-centered. Most are neither objective assessments nor functional studies based on primary source material. Most are firsthand analyses or impressionistic accounts of Palestine's inherited Ottoman legacy, the evolution and development of Zionism, the British involvement in the Middle East in general, and the Arab community living in Palestine.
Before 1950, books and pamphlets on Zionism and the Jewish presence in Palestine were exponentially more plentiful than histories about either the British administration or the Arab community. In contrast to limited accounts of the Palestinian Arab community, a long period of Zionist historiography predated the conflict's development in Palestine. Most of the histories and analyses of Zionism written around the turn of the century relate its meaning to Europe and European political philosophies. Zionism defined and refined itself as the Jewish national concept, with increasing emphasis on the historic tie to Eretz Yisrael (the Land of Israel) or modern Palestine. There were literally hundreds of books written about Zionism's genesis and evolution, but only a few endured as classics: Nahum Sokolow's History of Zionism, 1600-1918 (1919) , Leonard J. Stein's Zionism (1925) , and Adolf Boehm's Die zionistische Bewegung (1935 Bewegung ( -1937 .
Other authors of Zionist history dealing primarily with the Jewish presence in Eretz Yisrael explain Jewish physical and demographic growth as necessary for fulfillment of the ancient Jewish dream to return from forced exile to the ancestral land. They combine this religiousphilosophical imperative with Zionism's practical contributions to Palestine's role in strategic considerations of the Great Powers. In addition to portraying Zionism as just and righteous, many writers highlight the positive contributions of Jewish growth to the indigenous Arab population: assisting Palestine's ailing agricultural economy and drastically reducing Arab mortality rates through better health care. Many writers remind the British that Jewish revenue was essential for their administration of Palestine. Scientific arguments justifying Jewish development are used in the works of Moshe Burstein, David Horowitz and Rita Hinden, Abraham Granovsky, Abraham Revusky, and Arthur Ruppin. 4 The best work detailing social and economic problems within the Arab community and Zionism's salutary impact on it appears in the twelve articles in Enzo Screni and R. E. Ashery's edition of Jews and Arabs in Palestine: Studies in a National and Colonial Problem (1936, 1976) .
Most Zionist memoirs from the mandate period contain an underlying tone of relentless commitment to sustain and enlarge the Jewish presence in Palestine. The Holocaust reaffirmed attention to Jewish revival while the Jewish national home was developing. After escaping from East European oppression, Zionist writers who had lived through two world wars, the Holocaust, and the creation of the state of Israel were emboldened by their survival and success. They tell a story of courage, pioneering spirit, and collective heroism. The personal writings of Zionists who shaped the Jewish state reveal that these events changed their outlook about themselves, the British, and the Arabs. 5
British authors who wrote in this pre-1950 period try to explain whether the Palestine mandate and the development of the Jewish national home were good or bad for the British empire, for the Zionists, or for the Arabs in the Middle East in general. British officials who served in either the military (1918) (1919) (1920) or civilian administration of His Majesty's Government offer personal accounts and recollections about the mandate's legitimacy, operation, and policy shortcomings.
The most painstaking juristic examination and comprehensive analysis of the mandate text may be found in J. Stoyanovsky's Mandate for Palestine (1928) . In a stunningly blunt manner, H. J. Simson, in British Rule and Rebellion (1937) , condemns Britain's failure to use sufficient force to end the Arab rebellion in 1936. Several people who worked in the Palestine administration or for Jewish organizations have written books that define how the mandate functioned, but their renditions are handicapped by the absence of perspective and a tendency to touch up the record of their own performance. These include Norman Bentwich's England in Palestine (1932) and Fulfilment in the Promised Land (1938, 1976) . Much more critical of political Zionism and praiseworthy of Britain's stewardship is Albert Hyamson's Palestine: A Policy (1942) and Palestine under the Mandate, 1920 Mandate, -1948 Mandate, (1950 Mandate, , 1976 . The most prolific author in the Palestine administration was Douglass V. Duff, who served in the Palestine police force and published more than a dozen books. His autobiography, May the Winds Blow! (1948), is a revealing glimpse of the attitudes and passions felt by those who served the British government in Palestine. The best personal recollection of administrative service in Palestine remains Ronald Storrs 's Orientations (1937) . This lengthy work by the military governor and later district commissioner of Jerusalem provides an incisive rendition of Britain's problems of governance during and after World War I in the early attempt to balance Arab and Zionist aspirations and fears.
Historical surveys of the region by Arab historians generally extol the virtues of the Arab cause, blame the British and Zionists for almost every evil that befell the Palestinians, and minimally analyze the nature of the Arab community in Palestine. Before 1950, Arab histories that treated Palestine or the Palestinian Arabs as separate historical entities were extremely rare. For several reasons, Palestinian Arabs authored few histories during the first period: the community had a limited number of literate writers to chronicle the unique and emerging historical consciousness, Palestinians found their cause and history subsumed into broader anti-colonial writings of Arab neighbors, Palestinian intellectuals focused on preserving their physical existence, and consensus was delayed by leadership rivalries and sociological differences within the Palestinian community. Palestinians in the 1930s and 1940s watched their society disintegrate. The few histories that were written glorify the Palestinian Arab cause and fault others for the failure to confront and retard Zionism's development. When a general Arab history includes mention of the Palestinians, the reference is usually confined to the narrow perspective of assigning blame to the British and to the Zionists for the traumatizing loss of territories. These works focus on either the interrelationships between Palestinian Arabs and larger political issues or regimes or else on a locality or region within the area that later became geographic Palestine.
Only a few early works concentrate exclusively on defining the needs and articulating the hopes of the Arab population in Palestine. Beatrice Erskine's Palestine of the Arabs (1935) (1949) and Constantine Zurayq's Ma'na al-Nakbah (The Meaning of the Disaster) (1948). 6 Though not a Palestinian, Zurayq bluntly reminds his readership to accept responsibility for the shortcomings in the Arab world-to resist blaming external factors and to see indigenous weaknesses, defects, and corruptions. His suggested solution for confronting Zionism is to achieve secular nationalism and then attain Arab unity.
Most Arab historians viewed Palestine as a geographic adjunct to greater Syria and Palestinians as a small but integral portion of a larger Arab nation. Because of its significance for the political affairs of the Ottoman empire and for European powers, the Holy Land was a constant source of interest and research for European historians and casual travelers. Unquestionably, the development of Jewish nationalism in the form of Zionism increased motivation to know more about the geography and population of the Holy Land. Investigative and detailed studies, especially of social and economic issues, appeared in German and Perhaps the most outstanding reference guide and informative overview of Palestine in this period was Harry Luke and Edward KeithRoach's Handbook of Palestine and Transjordan (1934) . Both authors served in high positions in Britain's Palestine bureaucracy. Their handbook is a meticulously collected and incisively organized survey of culture, demography, history, and geography. The most reasonably dispassionate summary of mandate affairs emanating from official or semi-official sources in this period was Great Britain and Palestine, 1915 -1945 (Information Paper No. 20, 1946 While understanding that Palestine had Arab inhabitants, the earliest European Zionist writers tended to minimize the confrontation that would ensue. In contrast, the earliest Zionist leaders of the Jewish community in Palestine comprehend and describe the existing and escalating tension with the Arabs. Three historians have made important contributions to the understanding of Arab-Jewish relations during the mandate: Neil Caplan in Palestine Jewry and the Arab Question, 1917 Question, -1925 Question, (1978 and the two volumes of Futile Diplomacy (1983), Yosef Gorny in Zionism and the Arabs 1882 Arabs -1948 Arabs (1987 , and Shabtai Teveth in Ben-Gurion and the Palestinian Arabs: From Peace to War (1985) . Collectively, the theses in these books demonstrate that Zionist understandings of and strategies toward the "Arab Problem" were sophisticated, analytical, pragmatic, and constantly subject to revision. Superseding all Zionist policy options and attitudes toward the Arabs, however, was the a priori and consummate dedication to establishing the Jewish national home. During this historiographic period, an extensive array of publications appeared that focus less on ideology and more on the physical, demographic, and institutional growth of the Jewish community in Palestine. From a wide variety of political, social, geographic, and economic perspectives, a series of English and Hebrew works (including books, articles, and masters and doctoral theses) painstakingly investigate the Jewish presence and expansion during the Ottoman and mandate periods. A representative sampling of this rich historical category is derived from many publications, including those of the Israeli-based Yad Ben Zvi and Yad Tebenkin institutes. 13
In the academic controversy about the conflict's origins, numerous studies have analyzed the right and privilege to control the geographic area of Palestine in the post-World War I period. The central issue is whether the area of Palestine was or was not to be excluded in a proposed independent Arab state at the conclusion of World War I. The most readable short history of the mandate period is Christopher Sykes's Crossroads to Israel, 1917 Israel, -1948 Israel, (1973 . In spite of a latent pro-Zionist bias, it is an excellent synopsis of British, Jewish, and Palestinian interactions. Epitomizing meritorious scholarship on the origins of the conflict are Yehoushua Porath's two volumes: The Emergence of the Palestinian-Arab National Movement, 1918 Movement, -1929 Movement, (1974 and The Palestinian Arab National Movement: From Riots to Rebellion, 1929 Rebellion, -1939 Rebellion, (1977 . My book, The Land Question in Palestine, 1917 Palestine, -1939 Palestine, (1984 , addresses the social and economic processes of change that adversely affected the majority Arab rural population in its confrontation with Zionist development. Documentary evidence suggested three reasons why Zionist physical growth began and remained essentially unchallenged until the late 1930s: significant numbers of Arab peasants and notables sold portions of their patrimony to Jewish immigrants, the majority rural Arab population's desperate economic condition depleted its interest and ability to compete with Zionism's physical growth, and the British did not fulfill their pledge of financial and paternalistic support to the Arab population.
Solid histories of the Palestinian Arab community's political, social, organizational, and economic characteristics can be found in works by Yuval Arnon-Ohanah, Michael Asaf, Ann Lesch, Joel S. Migdat, Uri M. Kupferschmidt, Taysir N. Nashif, and Roger Owen. 15 Two books by Jon Kimche and David Kimche present cogent assessments of illegal Jewish immigration to Palestine and the Israeli independence war: The Secret Roads: The "Illegal" Migration of a People, 1938 People, -1948 People, (1955 People, , 1976 and Both Sides of the Hill: Britain and the Palestine War (1960).
The British role in the evolution of the mandate and Arab-Jewish relations has been treated extensively in quantity and quality. Superior examples are Michael J. Cohen's two works, Palestine and the Great Powers, 1945 Powers, -1948 Powers, (1982 and Palestine, Retreat from the Mandate: The Making of British Policy, 1936 Policy, -45 (1978 ; Norman A. Rose's Gentile Zionists: A Study in Anglo-Zionist Diplomacy, 1929 -1939 (1973 , 1920-1948 (1985) and the various essays and journal articles by Gabriel Sheffer. All of these authors offer sober analysis of British or Zionist policy based on primary sources from the Public Record Office and Zionist Archives.
Only recently have the last years of the mandate and U.S. interest in the conflict become the focus of scholarly discussion. Of noteworthy attention are Ilan Papp's Britain and the Arab-Israeli Conflict, 1948 -51 (1988 and two of the seven essays in William Roger Louis and Robert W. Stookey's edition of The End of the Palestine Mandate (1986). Louis's own essay focuses on Ernest Bevin's important role as British foreign secretary; Walid Khalidi's fine article discusses the inter-Arab rivalries that plagued the Palestine issue in the 1945-1948 period.
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The third and most recent historiographical period covers histories written and published from the mid-1980s to the present. This group of histories represents the shift from merely recounting causes to providing nuances, from only describing events to analyzing key aspects of the conflict's beginnings and turning points. Zionism, Israel, and components of the Palestinian community are probed in greater detail than before. The advent of available documentary and archival material from the late 1940s and early 1950s provided the substantive base for a close examination of this singularly most emotional and traumatic period in the conflict's origins. The last years of the mandate, the first years of Israel's establishment, and Israel's relations with surrounding Arab states have become a distinct area of inquiry. A portion of these works, particularly those investigated by Israeli and former Israeli scholars, scrutinizes Zionist policy, the actions of Zionist-Israeli leaders, and explains the components, tone, and severity of animosity that developed between the Arab and Zionist communities.
Two general points are made by the "revisionist" historians: Israeli and Zionist leadership had broader and deeper contacts with their Arab neighbors than historians had previously understood, and some of the Zionist leaders were directly to blame for creating the Palestinian refugee problem. The small number of writers on this topic, led by Benny Morris's Birth of the Palestinian Refugee Problem, 1947 Problem, -1949 Problem, (1987 and Avi Shlaim's Collusion across the Jordan: King Abdullah, the Zionist Movement, and the Partition of Palestine (1988), contribute important additions to earlier research published in Hebrew. Although their conclusions are not new, these authors are the first to present a vivid and detailed description in English of the frequency, methods, and motivations associated with the Arab-Israeli state and inter-Arab relationships. The essence of the recent histories has been who-saidwhat-to-whom-and-when and who-did-what-to-whom-and-why . The debate about culpability-who was responsible for the Palestinian refugee problem-became the topic of conferences and public debate in Israel. From a scholarly controversy, it evolved into a contentious feud charged with malice, characterized by claims of anti-Israeli/pro-Arab sympathy, and reduced unnecessarily to spiteful personal attacks. 16 The episodic and largely Israeli academic response to Morris and Shlaim was a result of their more detailed explanations of previous postulations. They provide essential texture and depth to the general understanding of the motivation of individuals who influenced events during this most sensitive period in the conflict's origins. In a study that continues the trail of Jewish or Zionist-Arab contacts, Itamar Rabinovich, The Road Not Taken: Early Arab-Israeli Negotiations (1991), discusses the Arab-Israeli conflict's formative years in the wake of the 1948 war and armistice agreements signed in 1949. Rabinovich contends that Israel's quest for security and the Arab quest for vindication cannot be reconciled; finding a solution to Arab-Israeli differences is impeded by the issues of territory and refugees. Three other works focus on the Palestinian Arab society and politics. Issa Khalaf's Politics in Palestine: Arab Factionalism and Social Disintegration, 1939 -1948 (1991 
Although there is no dearth of source material on the origins of the Arab-Israeli conflict, there is a shortage of trained Middle Eastern historians who read Arabic and especially Hebrew and who divorce themselves from contemporary politics when writing about the conflict's origins. Because of political outlook, impatience, or a penchant for brevity, some authors do not succeed in putting terms and concepts (such as state, nation, and independence) into historical perspective. Advocacy of a political viewpoint may supersede nuances of terminology, the causation of events, or the identification of mechanisms of change in the conflict's evolution. Issues that were controversial ten, fifty, or eighty years ago remain contentious today. During World War I, did the British include Palestine in the promise for Arab independence? Cursory essays or alleged histories of the Arab-Israeli conflict often function as if the time since World War I has negated the significance of this critical question. Scholarship is not the relegation of a historical controversy to a simplified and polemical assertion of the author's preference. 18 Until very recently, a sense of proportion was absent from the writings on the conflict's origins. During the late Ottoman and mandate periods, Zionists and Arabs did not absolutely detest one another. They were people with differing levels of fears, aspirations, and commitments to their communities, people being influenced by a variety of external forces. Although a review of the 1947-1950 period reveals an amplification of previous assumptions, a study of the social, cultural, and economic dimensions of the entire period until 1950 has only recently begun. 19 Now that political histories are being written about the leaders of the Zionist and Palestinian communities, it is necessary to refine the distinctions about the nature and composition of the common people who participated in the conflict's origins.
Finally, in all three historiographic periods, Jewish, Zionist, or Israeli authors have dominated investigation of the politics of the conflict. Motivations for studying the causes of the conflict have not changed greatly: the passion of Jews throughout the world to know more about their common origins, a need to understand Israel's creation and sustenance in the shadow of the Holocaust, and the Palestinian Arab community's interest in comprehending its relationship. to Zionism in the past and to Israelis in the present. Since 1948, the Palestinians have waged a prolonged battle for recognition and identity. Once the Palestinians and other Arab states find a solution to their present differences with Israel, another historiographic period may be generated for further study about the beginnings of the Arab-Israeli conflict. Perhaps then, the emphasis of many Middle Eastern historians will be transposed from political interpretations of the conflict's current status to a fuller exploration of its origins. 1946 -December 1948 (New York, 1949 , is a very useful bibliography of periodicals, books, pamphlets, reprints, and ephemera published in English, Hebrew, Yiddish, and other languages.
